
Agripreneurship Development Program on "Development of 
Smart Snacks with Millets: A Wholesome Revolution" 

The ZTMBPD Unit, in collaboration with the Division of Food Science and 
Postharvest Technology, successfully organized a six-day Agripreneurship 
Development Program titled "Developing Smart Snacks with Millets: A 
Wholesome Revolution" at ICAR-IARI from 15 to 19 June 2026. The program 
was inaugurated on 15th June 2026 in the gracious presence of Dr. R.S. 
Padaria, Honourable Joint Director (Extension). Designed by Course 
Coordinator Dr. Akriti Sharma and Course Directors Dr. Dinesh Kumar and Dr. 
Shalini Gaur Rudra, the curriculum was crafted to equip participants with 
comprehensive knowledge of the millets value chain, including processing 
techniques, economic viability, and scalable technologies suited for small-
scale enterprises. The program witnessed enthusiastic participation from 27 
trainees representing 14 states across India, including students, working 
professionals, and homemakers. 

 

The training agenda featured expert-led lectures, immersive hands-on 
sessions, and interactive discussions by eminent food processing specialists. 
Participants visited Ancient Golden Mills in Najafgarh and engaged with 
successful entrepreneurs Mr. Ankur Singh, Ms. Palak Arora, and Ms. Himani 
Budhiraja, gaining practical insights into establishing millet-processing 



enterprises. These interactions provided real-world exposure to the 
challenges and opportunities in the agri-food sector. 

The valedictory session on 19th June 2026 was graced by Dr. Ch. Srinivasa 
Rao, Director of ICAR-IARI, who congratulated participants on successfully 
completing the training and highlighted the immense business potential of 
millets. He encouraged aspiring agripreneurs to learn from successful startups 
and adopt innovative approaches for building sustainable enterprises. He 
emphasized that millet-based products can significantly contribute to nutrition, 
value addition, and income generation while strengthening agri-businesses. 
Dignitaries unveiled the training manual during the event, and Dr. Akriti 
Sharma offered a vote of thanks. The program received highly positive 
feedback, with participants expressing confidence in applying their learned 
skills to develop millet-based startups, further strengthening millet 
entrepreneurship in the agri-food sector.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


