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Agriculture Minister inaugurates Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela
2026

The three-day Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela 2026, being organized from 25-27 February
2026 at the ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi, was
inaugurated by the Hon’ble Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare, Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan ji.

On this occasion, Dr. M.L. Jat (Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural
Research & Secretary, DARE), Shri Devesh Chaturvedi (Secretary, Department of
Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare), Dr. D.K. Yadava (Deputy Director General, Crop
Science, ICAR), Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao (Director, ICAR-1ARI), and Dr. R.N. Padaria
(Joint Director, Extension, ICAR-1ARI), along with several distinguished guests,
were present.

The Hon’ble Minister inaugurated the Mela by planting a sapling and visited live
demonstrations showcasing vegetable crops, protected cultivation technologies,
urban and peri-urban container gardening models, and climate-resilient varieties of
wheat, mustard, chickpea, lentil, and other crops. He appreciated the innovations
displayed in thematic pavilions set up by ICAR institutes, State Agricultural
Universities (SAUs), Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKSs), and private sector
organizations.

In his address, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan ji congratulated the innovative farmers
and acknowledged the pivotal role of agricultural scientists in India’s agricultural
transformation. He noted that while India once imported wheat, today the country
has emerged as an exporter of rice and wheat, an achievement made possible through
the dedication of farmers and scientists.

Describing farmers as not only “Annadata” (food providers) but also “Jeevandata”
(life providers), Shri Chouhan said that serving farmers is akin to serving God. He
urged farmers to commit themselves not only to ensuring the nation’s food security
but also to strengthening nutritional security and producing high-quality
agricultural products for global markets, enabling India to truly play the role of a
“Vishwa Bandhu” (global friend).

Calling the Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela a national congregation of farmers, Shri
Chouhan said that the event is not merely an exhibition, but a grand confluence of
farmers, scientists, entrepreneurs, and policymakers from across the country. It
serves as a platform where laboratory research directly reaches the fields and helps



shape the roadmap for a developed, modern, and self-reliant agricultural sector in
India.

He called for intensified research in pulses to reduce import dependence and
emphasized achieving self-reliance in oilseeds, cashew, cocoa, coffee, tea, and other
key agricultural commodities. He further mentioned that the Government of India
provided fertilizer subsidies amounting to approximately X1.7 lakh crore to farmers
in the previous year, reaffirming its commitment to farmer welfare.

The Hon’ble Minister also announced that the Mela would be organized on an even
larger scale next year to benefit a greater number of farmers.

In his welcome address, Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao highlighted the significance of the
Mela, stating that under the theme “Vikshit Krishi - Aatma Nirbhar Bharat,” the
event serves as a strong platform for farmer-scientist interaction, technology
transfer, and promotion of innovation. More than one lakh farmers, entrepreneurs,
FPOs, scientists, and other stakeholders are participating in the Mela.

A key highlight of the inaugural ceremony was the conferment of the IARI Fellow
Farmers Awards upon seven progressive farmers. Dr. M.L. Jat stated that ICAR is
prioritizing demand-driven research in service of farmers, working with the spirit of
“One Nation, One Agriculture, One Team.” He emphasized the importance of
Initiatives such as the Pulses Mission, Oilseeds Mission, farm mechanization, natural
farming, and other farmer-centric welfare programs.

Dr. Devesh Chaturvedi remarked that insights gained from such Melas play a crucial
role in shaping national agricultural policies. He stressed the need to develop distinct
agricultural models tailored to different agro-climatic zones to ensure sustainable
and region-specific growth.

Technical sessions on technologies for climate-resilient agriculture and natural
farming were organized, followed by a cultural evening programme organised by
All India Radio.

The Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela 2026 continues to serve as a dynamic platform for
farmer-scientist collaboration, technological innovation, policy dialogue, and
dissemination of modern agricultural practices, contributing significantly toward
realising the national vision of “Vikshit Krishi - Aatma Nirbhar Bharat.”









