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Newvariety of cotton seeds to
reach fields next year: Centre

OUR BUREAU
New Delhi, August 2

In their efforts to tackle the
menace of pests, such as the
whitefly, the country’s scientists
are developing a new variety of
cotton seeds that will reach the
fields by next year, Agriculture
Minister Radha Mohan Singh in-

formed the Lok Sabha on

Tuesday.

“The Bt1 variety of cotton has
become old and has lost its mer-
it. :

The Bt2 variety is also not in
good shape and its merits are
also in decline,” Singh said in re-
ply to a supplementary ques-
tion by RS Bittu (Congress) on
the whitefly damage to Punjab’s
cotton crop.

Bittu called for settmg up a
cotton research centre in the
State, the allocated land for
which has now been given for
setting up an AIIMS.

Fall in cultivable land area

Singh said a central team was in
Punjab for two days and had
sent its suggestions to the State
with regard to preventing the
whitefly attack.

The cultivable area under ag-
riculture has declined
marginally but this has not af

_fected productivity, except in

years when there was a drought,

floods and other natural ca-
lamities, Singh informed the

House.

Replymg to a questlon by
Pinaki Mishra (Biju Janata Dal)
on Tuesday, Minister Singh said
the average area under cul-
tivation had declined to 181.713
million hectares in 2013-14 from
182.209 million hectares during
the period from 2007-08 to 2011-
12 and 182.938 mha during the
10% Plan period (2002-07), ac-
cording to official data.

Singh said during Question
Hour that State governments
would have to take suitable
measures to check diversion of
agricultural land for non-agri-
cultural purposes, while the
Centre was taking steps-to in-
crease the cultivable area.

He said that per Agriculture
Census data for 2010-11, the aver-
age size of the operational hold-
ing of land has declined from
133 hectares in 2000-01 to 115
hectares in 2010-11.
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