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Press Note
63rd Convocation ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi

Indian Agricultural Research Institute, a premier institute of agriculture, which heralded the
Green Revolution, has continued to accelerate the growth in agricultural production and
productivity through its quality research, education and extension. IARI organised it’s 63rd
Convocation in the Bharat Ratna C. Subramanium Hall of NASC complex, New Delhi on 22nd March
2025. For the Convocation of the Institute, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Hon’ble Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and Rural Development, Govt. of India graced the occasion as the
chief guest of the function. The program was also attended by Shri Bhagirath Chaudhary Ji,
Honorable Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and Shri Ram Nath Thakur
Ji, Honorable Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare as the guest of Honour
during the event. Shri Devesh Chaturvedi, Secretary DARE and Director General, ICAR, Dr Ch.
Srinivasa Rao, Director; Dr Anupama Singh, Dean and Joint Director (Education); Dr Viswanathan
Chinnusamy, Joint Director (Research) and Dr Rabindranath Padaria, Joint Director (Extension) of
ICAR-IARI. During the convocation, Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Govt. of India, Shri Bhagirath Choudhary Ji and Shri Ramnath Thakur Ji awarded IARI merit medals
to 5 M.Sc. students and 5 students receiving their doctoral degrees. He also awarded IARI Best
Student Award (NABARD)-2024 to Mr Rudra Gouda, the doctoral student of Division of Entomology
and Best M.Sc. student award to M.Sc. student, Ms. Sneha Bharadwaj, Division of Agronomy. He also
presented Dr H.K. Jain Memorial Young scientist award to Dr Vignesh Muthusamy, Senior Scientist,
Division of Genetics, for the year 2024, 28th Hooker Award for the biennium 2022-23 to Dr Gyan
Prakash Mishra, Principal Scientist & Head, SST, IARI, New Delhi and 4th NABARD Researcher of the
year 2024 to Dr Grijesh Singh Mahra, Scientist, Division of Agricultural Extension, IARI. In this
convocation a total of 399 students, including those of India and of other countries, studied at IARI
under international programmes, have received their Post Graduate and Doctoral degrees.

On this ocassion, Hon’ble Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and Rural
Development released different varieties of field and horticultural crops including wheat, maize,
chickpea, mungbean, mango etc. He also released three publications including the Annual Report-
2024 of The Graduate School, IARI, The Graduate School Siksha Magzine, a book on “Advances in
Agricultural Engineering Vol-I (as per 6th Dean Committee) and "Rapid Seed Viability Testing Kit".
In his address, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan Ji congratulated all the students who received the
postgraduate and doctoral degrees and the esteemed faculty who received awards for their
excellence in research and academics. He appreciated the role of IARI in providing technological
advancements for the country’s spectacular rise as agricultural powerhouse on global arena by
securing several firsts in the production of many crops and livestock products and the presence of
highly skilled, qualified and experienced human resources in agriculture. He appreciated that the
technologies developed by IARI in lab are reaching to farmers. He emphasized on entrepreneurship
development and starts ups for self-reliant India. He also mentioned that innovation in making
agricultural implements should be taken up on larger scale. He mentioned that the Scientists of the
ICAR are working hard for enhancing agricultural production to make India a food basket using
technologies like hydroponics and vertical farms. He emphasised on natural farming and minimum
use of chemical fertilisers. He expressed his confidence that digital India initiative will help Indian
agricultural research system to serve the nation in incremental trajectory with innovations, quality
human resource and technological adaptation. In his address, Dr Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, IARI
informed all about the IARI wheat varieties such that are cultivated in nearly 15 million ha and
contribute approximately 60 million tons of wheat to the Nation’s granary. Currently, the Pusa
Basmati rice varieties account for 90% of the total foreign exchange. IARI ensures availability of
seeds to the farmers in a regular basis. The primary stakeholders of agriculture are the farmers and
extension play the ultimate role for the success of any discovery or invention. The extension
activities of IARI have been spread all over India through innovative extension programmes. All the
varieties of IARI have produced significantly higher yield compared to the local varieties. He also



emphasized on climate resilient and biofortified varieties developed in cereals, fruits and vegetables
by IARI, New Delhi.

Dr Anupama Singh, Dean and Joint Director (Education) informed that during the academic
year 2024-25, a total of 1027 students were admitted, including 377 students for UG, 313 students
for Masters and 337 students for doctoral programmes. January 28th, 2025 became a significant
milestone in the history of IARI-Assam as on this auspicious day the Dhansiri Residential Complex at
IARI Assam was virtually inaugurated by Dr Himanshu Pathak, Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR in the
presence of Dr Ch. Srinivasa Rao Hon’ble Director and Vice-Chancellor, ICAR-IARI. The 422nd
Academic Council and BoM have approved the admission procedures for foreign students in IARI
and its hubs. In the first phase, admissions will be opened for Doctoral students and subsequently
will be extended to Master’s and Undergraduate students, starting from academic year 2025-26.
IARI has signed a Letter of Intent (Lol) with Western Sydney University (WSU) to start a Dual Degree
undergraduate program which is being pursued. The process of establishing a Joint Degree Ph.D.
program with the University of Western Australia is in the advanced stage of MoA finalization. The
convocation ended with the formal vote of thanks by Dr Anupama Singh, Dean and Joint Director
(Education).



