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Capacity Building of Bihar State Agricultural Officers to ICAR-1ARI: A Focus on
Research and Technology Transfer

May 6, 2025. Centre for Agricultural Technology Assessment and Transfer (CATAT), ICAR-
Indian Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR-1ARI), New Delhi, organized an orientation
programme for 98 Assistant Directors from the Government of Bihar, representing Agronomy,
Plant Protection, and Agricultural Engineering. The visit aimed to enhance participants' exposure
to cutting-edge agricultural research, integrated farming systems, and technology dissemination.
The programme began with field visits to Integrated Farming System (IFS) models, including
pond-based and rainfed systems, the mushroom unit, and protected cultivation facilities at the
Centre for Protected Cultivation Technology (CPCT). These demonstrations, led by subject-
matter experts, emphasized sustainable and diversified farming practices. The delegates also
visited the farm machinery workshop in the Division of Agricultural Engineering, where
interactive sessions on mechanization technologies were conducted.

The formal orientation session, held at the WTC Auditorium. The Chief Guest of the programme
was Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director of ICAR-IARI. He was felicitated by Dr. R.N. Padaria, Joint
Director (Extension) delivered the welcome address. Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao addressed the
significance of research-based innovation in addressing contemporary agricultural challenges.

A technical session followed, with expert presentations from Dr. P.S. Brahamanand (PD, WTC),
Dr. S.S. Rathore (Head of Agronomy), Dr. Anil Sirohi (Professor of Nematology), Dr. S.
Subramanian (Professor of Entomology), and Dr. Bishnu Maya (Senior Scientist, Plant
Pathology), who highlighted recent advancements and their field-level applications. These
discussions aimed to strengthen the research-extension interface.

The visit concluded with an exposure to seed production technologies at the Seed Production
Unit and a tour of Pusa Krishi Haat, focusing on agri-business and technology transfer. The
programme effectively bridged scientific knowledge and field practice, fostering capacity
building among state-level agricultural officers.
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