Press release

ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute organized a week long programme from 26™
September to 2" October to commemorate the 150" birth anniversary of father of nation
Mahatma Gandhi.This occasion has given us an opportunity to remind the humanity
about the importance of the message of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi’s lessons are
relevant in every policy and plans of our country such as Swachh Bharat, rights of
women and children, and of civil liberties of small and disadvantaged groups,
health and well-being of the Indian farmer and the Indian villages. Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India ShriNarendraModiji emphasized that all programmes associated
with these celebrations should be designed around the theme of “Karyanjali” or
“Gandhi in action”. These events should serve to increase awareness about Gandhiji
nationally as well as globally and the occasion should be celebrated in a manner
which ensures Mahatma Gandhi continues to be an inspiration for future
generations. The seven days long programme started with cleanliness drive
(SwachhtaAbhiyaan) on 26™ Septemberfrom 9.30 am to 11.30 am which was led by
Dr. A. K. Singh, Director, ICAR-IARI at Directorate campus along with Dr. V. K.
Singh, Joint Director Extension, Dr.RashmiAgarwal, Dean PG School, ShriRatnesh
Kumar Joint Director Administration and other staff members. All Head of
Divisions along with scientist, staffs and students participated voluntarily and
different Divisions of theinstitutepremises could becleaned on this special occasion
of SwachhtaAbhiyanby adopting all measures of social distancing and best hygiene
practices.On the 2" day of programme, Walkathon was organized at 8 am on 27"
September which was inaugurated by Dr. R. C. Agrawal, Deputy Director General
Education, ICARfrom PG Hostel Ground and covered a distance of 3.5 km before
reaching the same point with 100 participants. Dr. A.K Singh, Director, ICAR-
IARI along with Joint Directors completed the walkathon and motivated the
participants. The next three days celebrations from 28" September to 30"
September were organized to inspire young minds and to provide an opportunity for
showcasing their talents in painting, quiz and speech competitions being conducted
in online mode. A total of about 100 school children of class V to XII from 6

different schools Ramjas Public School (Day Boarding), AnandParwat;Andhra
Education Society,Dr. K. Ramesh Babu Memorial Sr. Sec. School,Sector-VIlI,
PushpVihar;ManavSthali School, R-Block, New Rajendra Nagar;BalBharti Public School,

Pusa Road;Andra Educational Society, Prasad Nagar;Vivek Summit Public School, Patel

Nagar andSarvodaya Boys School, Pusa Campus could participate in
differentcompetition. The painting competition on Mahatma Gandhi JeewanDarshanwas
organized in online mode on 28" September for two groups of students at junior and senior
level separately in which total 61 students participated and 4 students from each group were
selected for prizes. The online quiz competition on Mahatma Gandhi
JeewanDarshanGyanwas organized on 29"September and online speech competition on
Gandhi Darshan: Atmanirbhar Bharat on 30" September and total 8 students were selected
for different prizes. The online speech competition for IARI staff, students, research fellow



and scientists was organized on 1*October with 2 topics viz. Gandhi Darshan: Atmanirbhar
Bharat and BadalteParivesh me Gram swarajkaswaroop. The online skit competition based on
life and philosophy of Gandhi Jee was organized for PG students of IARI during 26
September to 30™ September and best 3 entries could be selected for prize.

The valedictory function of the week long programme was organized on 2™ October
from 2.30 pm in virtual mode in August presence of Chief Guest Hon’bleDr,
TrilochanMohapatra Secretary& DAREDG ICAR and renownedGandhian Philosopher
PadmashreeDr.Ravindra Kumar jee. The programme was started with Ma SaraswatiVandana
and floral tribute to Mahatma Gandhi jee by all dignitaries. Dr. A.K. Singh, Director ICAR-
IARI welcomed the chief guest and all other esteemed guests and participants.
PadmashreeDr.Ravindra Kumar, former Vice Chancellor ChaudharyCharan Singh
University, Meeruth and a renowned Gandhian philosopher delivered an excellent thought
provoking lecture on “Gandhian way of Farming and Its Relevance Today”.He could
highlight different principles of Gandhian philosophy and its importance to Indian
Agriculture and Environment and ways and means to make it sustainable.
Dr.TrilochanMohpatra, Director General, ICAR & secretary, DARE urged upon the scientists
and students to take lessons from Gandhian philosophy and createinnovations to make
farming a sustainable and profitable venture for farmers of rural India. Participation
certificates were given to all children of different schools and a total of 20 prizes in different
competitions were distributed by chief guest. This week long programme on Gandhian
philosophy invoked the new energy in students, staff, teachers and researchers. The
programme concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr V K Singh, Joint Direction
(Extension).
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